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The Leadership and Mentorship Program 
has moved from the Lightner Center to the Stu-
dent Organization room in the Student Union, 
and has fi nally found a permanent home in the 
Student Life offi ce.
LAMP, an administrative program, initially 
moved from the Lightner Center to the Student 
Organization room, but moved out because of 
a Student Government Association resolution 
passed Oct. 1, which called for it to vacate the 
student organization room, which is to be used 
solely by student clubs, organizations and the 
SGA, according to university facility guide-
lines.
David Polin, SGA vice president of admin-
istration, sponsored the resolution.
“I received an e-mail from a very concerned 
student asking me to address the issue,” Polin 
said. “I also received several in-person testimo-
nials stating that the change was wrong, unfair 
and being done in a very arbitrary fashion, and 
again asking me to address their concerns.”
The e-mail sent to Polin was from a stu-
dent, wishing to remain anonymous, who is 
involved in a student organization that raised 
many concerns.
“Mr. Polin, I am asking you do what is nec-
essary to mend this issue,” the student stated in 
the e-mail. “Look in the HOOP policies if this 
is legal. The Union is paid by student fees and 
we still pay for it. Why didn’t the rest of the 
student body have a say in this?”
However, Student Life Director and LAMP 
Coordinator Sergio Martinez said he was un-
aware of the resolution because SGA mem-
bers had not met with him before composing 
the resolution.
“They caught me completely off guard,” 
Martinez said. “They didn’t really talk to me 
The Language Institute offers classes that 
will help students improve their skills if English 
is their second language. 
The institute is located in 
the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce 
Center and offers courses to 
learn English, Spanish, Italian, 
French, Chinese and Japanese, 
which was recently added. 
Joel S. Garza, program 
director of the Language Institute, explained 
the languages offered are chosen based on the 
demands of the community and that right now 
there are no plans to include more languages.
“The only problem we have with foreign 
languages is the fact that there is very little 
demand in the area, as of yet,” Garza said.
He describes the Language Institute as “a 
program that deals with English as a second 
language. This is, of course, for individuals 
learning the language either for 
professional-level purposes, 
academic purposes or even 
personal reasons.
“Basically, we fall under the 
Continuing Education umbrella 
of the university, so, therefore, we 
offer courses more for personal 
enrichment as opposed to academic 
purposes,” he said.
Lilia Martinez, a continuing education 
student, told The Collegian that she decided 
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HvZ Showdown!
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN
Sophomore criminal justice major Gabriel Hernandez and freshman criminal justice major Joseph Martinez face off Tuesday while playing “Humans vs. Zombies,” hosted by the Offi ce of Student Life. Humans 
vs. Zombies is a game of moderated tag commonly played on college campuses. A group of human players attempts to survive a “zombie outbreak” by outsmarting a growing group of zombie players. 




















p.m. Oct. 20, 
a student lost 
his high school 
graduation ring in the University 
Boulevard Classroom Building’s 
second-floor restroom.
At 5:30 p.m. the same day, a 
student reported losing her laptop 
computer. The loss was estimated 
at $500.
At 6:30 p.m. the same day, a 
student tripped over an unleveled 
brick surrounding the fountain in 
the Endowment Courtyard and 
injured her left knee. She had a cut 
about 2 inches wide on the joint 
area.
At 8 p.m. the same day, a student 
was feeling ill in the International, 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center.
At 11:58 p.m. Oct. 21, a 
2007 Mercedes-Benz C230 was 
damaged while it was parked in 
The Village at Fort Brown lot. 
At 12:44 p.m. Oct. 22, a Campus 
Police officer was dispatched to 
parking Lot AB regarding two 
people arguing over ownership 
of a 1998 Pontiac Sunfire. The 
vehicle was not registered to 
either individual. The owner was 
contacted and took custody of his 
vehicle.
--Compiled by Cynthia 
Hernandez
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ville and Texas Southmost Col-
lege. The newspaper is widely 
distributed on campus and is an 
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Reward for blue scarf lost near 
or in EDBC. Call 433-1163.
Lost and Found
Philly’s Americana Cheesesteaks/ 
Sports Bar now accepting résumés               
for wait staff/cooks. 554-7000   
2155 N. Expressway Suite.G, Brownsville
Help Wanted
Mourning rituals tour 
Victorian mourning rituals 
will be the focus of tours at 
the Stillman House beginning 
Tuesday and ending Nov. 14. 
Tours will be given daily at 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. The Stillman House is 
located at 1325 E. Washington 
St. Tours are free for Brownsville 
Historical Association members 
and are included in the $2 general 
admission for non-members. For 
more information, call 541-5560.
Patron of the Arts
“Unplugged,” an exhibit 
of work by UTB/TSC Fine 
Arts Professor Carlos Gómez, 
continues through Nov. 13 in the 
Rusteberg Art Gallery. Admission 
is $1. The gallery is open from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 2:30 to 5 p.m. 
Monday, 2:30 to 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 2:30 
to 5 p.m. Thursday and 2 to 5 p.m. 
Friday. For more information, call 
882-7097.
UTB/TSC’s String Orchestra, 
String Ensembles and Chamber 
Ensembles will perform at 8 p.m. 
Thursday in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. General admission is $5.
Student recitals are scheduled 
at 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Friday in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall. Admission 
is free. 
Clarinetist Jonathan Guist 
and friends will perform at 8 p.m. 
Friday in the SET-B Lecture Hall. 
Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for 
senior citizens, children and UTB/
TSC students with a valid ID. For 
more information, call 882-7025.
Study Skills workshops
The Student Success Center 
will present a Study Skills 
workshop titled “Career Search 
Investigation” from noon to 1 
p.m. Wednesday in Cortez Hall 
140. For more information, call 
the Student Success Center at 
882-8292. 
The Learning Enrichment 
Center will present the following 
Study Skills workshops this week 
in Cardenas Hall North 104: 
“COMPASS Writing 1” from 2 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday; “COMPASS 
Reading 1,” 2 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday; and “COMPASS 
Math 1,” 2 to 4 p.m. Thursday. On 
Saturday, “COMPASS Reading 1” 
will take place from 8 to 10 a.m.; 
“COMPASS Writing 1,” from 10 
a.m. to noon; and “COMPASS 
Math 1,” 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
For more information, call the 
Learning Enrichment Center at 
882-8208.
Volleyball league 
Registration for the men’s, 
women’s and co-ed divisions of 
the 6-on-6 Volleyball League 
will end Wednesday. A captain’s 
meeting is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in REK Center 1.510. 
For more information or to sign 
up, visit www.campusrecreation.
utb.edu or call 882-5970. 
SGA meeting
The Student Government 
Association meets at 5 p.m. each 
Thursday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia. Students may 
offer suggestions, comments or 
concerns about UTB/TSC during 
the “Let Your Voice Be Heard” 
portion of the meeting. For more 
information, call SGA President 
Ruby de la Fuente at 882-5877.
Public forum
A public forum regarding the 
use of plastic bags in Brownsville 
will take place from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday in the International 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center. For more 
information, call Rose Timmer, 
interim executive director 
of Healthy Communities of 
Brownsville at 882-5067. 
Field Day
The Health and Human 
Performance Department will 
host a Field Day for UTB/TSC 
full-time and part-time employees 
at 1 p.m. Friday in the REK Center. 
The event will count as a wellness 
activity. 
Civic Engagement meeting
The Civic Engagement 
Scholars Club, a campus 
community service organization, 
meets at 4 p.m. every Friday in the 
Cueto Building, located at 1301 E. 
Madison St. For more information, 
call 882-4303.
Seasonal flu vaccines
Seasonal flu vaccines are 
available at Student Health 
Services at a discount price of 
$10 for students who are 19 years 
or older and $5 for those who are 
younger than 19. The seasonal 
flu vaccine does not protect 
against the H1N1 flu, but prevents 
having both types of viruses 
simultaneously, which can have 
a serious impact on a person’s 
health. The best time to walk 
in and get the vaccine is 8 to 10 
a.m. Monday through Friday and 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Otherwise, call 882-
3896 to make an appointment.
HEART Gallery  grand opening
The HEART Gallery of the 
Rio Grande Valley will have its 
grand opening from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Thursday at the Children’s 
Museum of Brownsville in Dean 
Porter Park. The Heart Gallery 
promotes adoption of children 
in the state foster care program. 
Portraits of individual children 
and sibling groups will be on 
display Thursday through Dec. 
15 in the museum. For more 
information about adoption and 




Colon, who spent 17 years on 
Florida’s Death Row for a crime 
he did not commit, will speak 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Sunday in El 
Buen Pastor United Methodist 
Church, 435 W. Boca Chica Blvd. 
The lecture is part of the “Witness 
to Injustice” speakers tour. For 
more information, contact Joe 
Krause at 831-4354 or e-mail him 
at Jjrkrause@aol.com.
Veterans Day Ceremony
The Veterans Upward Bound 
program will host the 10th annual 
Veterans Day Ceremony at noon 
Nov. 10 on the Cardenas Hall South 
Lawn. For more information, 
call the Veterans Upward Bound 
Office at 882-7609. 
ACT prep courses
The Language Institute will 
begin its ACT prep courses on 
Nov. 12. Class is held from 6 to 9 
p.m. each Tuesday and Thursday 
in International Technology, 
Education and Commerce 
Campus room D3A.106. The 
class is recommended for high 
school juniors and seniors who are 
planning to attend colleges that 
require the ACT exam, as well as 
students entering the registered 
nursing program. The fee is $140 
and students may register in the 
same room. For more information, 
call Jessica Banda at 882-4178 
or send her an e-mail at jessica.
banda@utb.edu.
Evening Under the Stars
The Center for Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy seeks volunteers 
for its “Evening Under the Stars” 
event, which will take place at 7 
p.m. Nov. 14 on the grounds of the 
Nompuewenu Observatory at 
UTB/TSC. For more information, 
e-mail observatory@phys.utb.
edu.
Poetry and poster contest
Career Counseling will sponsor 
the National Career Development 
Association’s 2009-2010 Poetry 
and Poster Contest. The theme is 
“Bridges to a Brighter Future: 
Inspire your Career Empower 
your Lives.” The contest deadline 
is 5 p.m. Nov. 17. Stop by the 
Student Success Center in 
Cardenas Hall North Annex for 
an entry form and rules. For more 
information, call Frank Coulson 
at 882-8292.
LSAT mock prep test 
The 2009 Filemon B. Vela Pre-
law Academy will offer mock 
prep tests of the Law School 
Admission Test at 8:30 a.m. Nov. 
21 in Cardenas Hall South 117. 
The test will take four hours. For 
more information, call Karen 
Betancourt, the assistant master 
technical instructor with the legal 
studies program, at 882-7526.
Thanksgiving in San Miguel
People interested in taking 
Arnulfo and Rosa Mar’s annual 
guided trip to San Miguel de 
Allende must pay a $150 deposit 
to reserve a space for the trip 
from Nov. 25 to 29. For more 
information, call 882-6645 or 
371-2971. 
News and Information moves
The Office of News and 
Information has moved to the 
second floor of Tandy Hall. For 
more information, call 882-8231.
Commencement questionnaire
Today is the deadline for Winter 
2009 graduates to fill out the 
graduate questionnaire from the 
Office of News and Information. 
To access the questionnaire, go 
http://blue.utb.edu/newsandinfo/
pages /xques t ionna i re .h tm. 
Commencement is scheduled for 
Dec. 19. 
Google engineer to speak here
Mario Guajardo-Céspedes, a 
software engineer for Google 
Inc. and a 2005 graduate of UTB/
TSC, will make a presentation 
titled “Datacenter Networking: 
Feeds, Speeds and Needs” from 
1 to 2:30 p.m. today in Life and 
Health Sciences Building 1.312. 
Guajardo-Céspedes will also talk 
about Hispanics in Silicon Valley, 
the information technology 
industry, internships and graduate 
school.
Academic integrity workshops
The Learning Enrichment 
Center and Dean of Students 
Office will sponsor the following 
workshops in support of academic 
integrity: “Citing Your Sources-
APA Style,” presented by Griselda 
Valerio, and “Citing Your Sources-
MLA Style,” presented by Daniel 
J. Perez. The workshops will take 
place simultaneously at noon and 
6 p.m. Nov. 10 in Cardenas Hall 
North 104 and 108. For more 
information call Perez at 882-7060 
or David Marquez at 882-5034
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
If you would like your organization 
or department news published in The 
Collegian’s Briefs section, call Deidre 
Chaisson at 882-5116 or send her an 
e-mail at collegian@utb.edu.
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Retirement Preparation Planning
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
Ernesto Ivan Martinez, 20, was arraigned 
Wednesday on charges of first-degree 
murder, second-degree burglary and state-
jail felony theft in connection with the 
death of Brownsville Museum of Fine Art 
Director Barry Horn.
Brownsville Municipal Court Judge Ben 
Neece denied Martinez bond on the charge of 
first-degree murder on the recommendation 
of Cameron County Assistant District 
Attorney L. J. Rabb. 
Neece set a $10,000 bond on the charge 
of theft and a $25,000 bond on the burglary 
of habitation charge.
During the hearing Wednesday morning, 
Neece read the allegations against Martinez 
from the affidavit for warrant of arrest:
“It is said that you gained entry into Mr. 
Horn’s house through [through a bathroom 
window near] the rear of the residence and 
that you had previously entered, on the 
22nd [of October], which was the burglary, 
and stole a television, and … on the 24th 
at approximately 12:45 [a.m.], you have 
possession of a knife and as you walked into 
the bedroom of Mr. Horn you attacked him 
with this knife and stabbed him numerous 
times, several stab wounds to his chest, his 
back and his head area, and he died there 
somewhere in the hallway. Apparently, after 
that, you took his keys and stole his vehicle 
and [Horn] was located later by a co-worker 
at about 12:50 p.m. on the 24th and they 
called the emergency personnel, but he was 
dead. And the preliminary cause of death is 
stated as multiple stab wounds.”
The hearing came three days after 
Brownsville Police took Martinez into 
custody.
U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
officers took custody of Martinez on 
Monday after he was escorted into the U.S. 
from Mexico by Brownsville police officers, 
according to a CBP news release. The 
suspect had an outstanding arrest warrant 
from the Brownsville Police Department for 
theft of a Hyundai Sonata, the license plates 
of which were registered to Horn, Neece 
said.
Chief First Assistant District Attorney 
Charles E. Mattingly Jr. thanked Mexican 
authorities for their cooperation and 
assistance in apprehending the suspect and 
the Brownsville Police Department for its 
efforts in securing Martinez’s return to his 
jurisdiction, according to a news release 
from the district attorney’s office.  
Horn, 59, was discovered by a co-worker 
about 1 p.m. Oct. 24 in his home at 1400 Flor 
de Mayo after he did not show up for work 
in preparation for a museum fundraiser that 
was being held that evening, Brownsville 
police said.  
Before joining the museum, Horn held 
several posts at UTB/TSC, beginning in 
2000, when he served as manager of the 
Jacob Brown Civic Center. He then became 
director of Development and in 2004 he 
was promoted to associate vice president 
for Development. He left the university in 
2008, according to a news release from the 
UTB/TSC Office of News and Information.
Horn was also involved in a number of 
civic projects: helping the city earn an All-
America City Award in 2001, the restoration 
of the Immaculate Conception Cathedral 
and establishing Symphony in the Park that 
benefits the Brownsville Literacy Center, 
the news release said.
Visitation for Horn was Friday at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, located at 602 
E. Elizabeth St. in Brownsville. A rosary 
followed.
Services were held at 10 a.m. Saturday at 
the church, followed by a private burial.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
made be made to the Barry T. Horn 
Scholarship Endowment for the Arts, UTB/
TSC Division of Institutional Advancement, 
80 Fort Brown, Brownsville, Texas 78520, 
or to the Barry T. Horn Memorial Art Fund, 
Brownsville Museum of Fine Art, 600 
Ringgold St., Brownsville, Texas 78520.
Suspect arraigned in Horn case
By Julianna Sosa
Collegian Editor
Reprinted from The Collegian Online
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
Ernesto Ivan Martinez appears before Brownsville 
Municipal Court Judge Ben Neece on Wednesday 
during his arraignment in connection with the death 
of Barry Horn, executive director of the Brownsville 
Museum of Fine Art.
Student Court Justice Jonathan M. Jones 
resigned Thursday during the Student 
Government Association meeting after 
bringing the constitution, internal conflicts and 
student apathy to the senate’s attention. 
Jones announced his resignation during 
the “Let Your Voice Be Heard” section of 
the meeting. Jones wished to address some 
points to the senate, that were brought to his 
attention.
However, Jones noted that his remarks were 
not intended for anyone to take personally 
and said he was glad to hear “of good things 
happening” in the SGA. The first item on 
Jones’ list was the constitution, which he said 
needs immediate attention.
“It seems inappropriate that this document 
is the best that we can do,” Jones said. “It is 
lacking substance, foundation and coherence 
because of its many glaring contradictions and 
piecemeal organizations.”
Secondly, Jones commented on the SGA 
infighting and its possible toll on the SGA’s 
ability to conduct business. 
“There is nothing so devastating to a 
student organization than to watch its internal 
structure be demolished from within,” Jones 
said. “Work together and uphold the desires 
of the body which you represent. It is quite 
discerning to observe the current upheaval that 
is taking place … that opposes good order and 
discipline and prohibits performing the day-to-
day business of the student body.”
Jones added that the lack of support and 
interest in the SGA is a manifestation of 
students’ recognition of the “current state of 
affairs [which] has gotten out of hand.”
In the latter part of his speech, Jones revealed 
he would be resigning from his position as a 
justice in the Student Government Supreme 
Court and disclosed his reasons as well as his 
insights from taking on the duties of the court.
“The decision was made for several reasons, 
none of them concerning items that are facing 
the court at this time,” Jones said. “They are 
all personal and were explained to my fellow 
justices. Friendships, personal growth and 
insight in the workings of government have 
been gained. All in all, it has been a very 
productive time of my college career.”
Junior marketing major Sam Martinez told 
the senate about his problem in attaining a 
booth for the National Hispanic Association’s 
pizza sale during Halloween Havoc. 
“Apparently, [the Campus Activities Board] 
took all the booths … which I thought was 
definitely unfair,” Martinez said.
Vice President of Administration David 
Polin said he would look into the matter and 
1 resigns from SGA Supreme Court
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
Student Court Justice Jonathan M. Jones announces his resignation during the SGA meeting Thursday. 
luCiana MoralEs/CollEgian
• See ‘SGA,’ Page 11




s k u l l s ] 
and then 
we re-
m e m b e r 
who has 
p a s s e d 
away then 
we just … set 
pictures of them and just pray for 
them.”
Saul del Monte







big. … My 
dad gets the 
really big 
skull … and 
I’m just there 
eating it the whole day ’cause it’s 
really huge.”
Katherine Dorado 
Freshman sociology major 
“We go ev-










Freshman architecture  major
“Yo voy al 
panteón de 
M a t a m -
oros, y 
u s u a l -




de puestos de 
comida, de 
flores, y de antojitos mexicanos. 
Vamos, entramos y compra-
mos flores a nuestros parientes. 
Después se los llevamos y se 
los ponemos en su tumba y nos 
quedamos un ratito platicando y 
recordando. Y ya a la salida pas-
amos a los puestos y comemos, 
platicamos y recordamos”.
Ilse Torres 
Estudiante de biología 
de primer año
--Compiled by Deidre Chaisson
--Photos by Michael Peña
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• Spanish Copy Editor
• Advertising Sales Representative
The Office of Student Media is 
seeking applicants for the positions of:
for the Spring 2009 semester. Applicants must be enrolled at 
UTB/TSC during the Spring 2009 semester and have and 
maintain a grade-point average of 2.2 or higher per semester. 
Spanish copy editor applicants must have excellent writing 
skills and be proficient in translating from English to Spanish 
and from Spanish to English. Applicants must submit 3 
Spanish writing samples and a résumé.
Advertising sales representatives must submit 3 ad designs 
and a résumé, and must have own transportation and a valid 
driver’s license.
Applications are available in Student Union 1.28. 
For more information, call 882-5143.
Deadline: 5 p.m., Friday, Dec. 4
How do 
you plan to 
celebrate 
Día de los 
Muertos? 
Giving thanks
Oct. 24 was National Make 
a Difference Day and both the 
Center for Civic Engagement and 
the Civic Engagement Scholars 
Club celebrated it by hosting its 
first annual Halloween Fair at the 
Buena Vida public housing com-
plex. The Halloween Fair was 
held from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Buena 
Vida Compassion Center. It was 
a great success with around 100 
children and parents from the 
complex in attendance. There 
were games, arts and crafts, face 
painting, treats and prizes.
I would like to thank every vol-
unteer who helped out at the fair. 
I would like to thank the students 
of [Associate Master Technical 
Instructor Karon] Jahn’s speech 
class as well as the following stu-
dent organizations: Circle K In-
ternational, Active Minds, Latter 
Day Saints Student Association, 
Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship, 
Sigma Psi Delta and EMS Club. 
Without each of them, the fair 
could not have been possible.
I would also like to thank all 
the Civic Engagement Scholars 
and the staff at the Center for 
Civic Engagement who gave of 
their time before, during and after 
the fair to help put it all together. 
The Buena Vida community had a 
great time and asked if we would 
be doing this again!
Once again, thank you to ev-
eryone who participated in this 
event and for giving the families 
at Buena Vida a safe and fun en-





President, Civic Engagement 
Scholars Club
It’s our money
How sweet, when the federal 
dollars roll into South Texas! 
After all, aren’t we all part of 
the United States? Don’t we pay 
taxes?
So, Brownsville’s [Public 
Utilities Board] will have dollars 
for an improved sewage system. 
And, there were hints from U.S. 
Rep. James Oberstar (D-Minn.), 
a leading member of the House 
Transportation Committee, that 
South Texas needs road improve-
ment, funds nearing ...
Now, for several points:
If Brownsville and South Tex-
as are so willing to receive those 
kinds of federal funds, why the 
reluctance to strongly get behind 
a national health care single-pay-
er plan?
And, not all road dollars are 
wise, and federal money will be 
involved if the West Loop Toll 
Road/Parkway ever gets built. 
No federal money should go for 
that scheme; instead, the plan 
should die, and be replaced by a 
much less costly biking, hiking 
and nature trail.
Celebrate the arrival of fed-
eral funds for sewer systems and 
some, not all, roads. Advocate 
federal funds for a national health 
care single-payer system. Advo-
cate federal funds for that biking, 
hiking and nature trail.
To repeat, we are “in it togeth-
er,” and we pay taxes, so those 
federal dollars are ours! Use them 
for health and necessary trans-
portation enhancement, not pol-
lution, neighborhood ruination, 





An impersonation of President Barack 
Obama, two superheroes, dances, song mimes 
and a number of comedy sketches and personal 
testimonies delighted the standing-room-only 
crowd at the American Sign Language Talent 
Show.
The event, held Oct. 24 in the Education and 
Business Complex’s Salon Cassia, concluded 
UTB/TSC’s observance of Accessibility 
Awareness Week, which included a panel 
presentation, a fair, an open house and exhibits 
at the REK Center and two screenings of the 
disability-themed movie, “The Soloist.”
Disability Services Counselor Steve Wilder 
said more than 230 students turned out to both 
showings of “The Soloist.”
“I thought the week went very well,” Wilder 
said. “The whole idea was to celebrate abilities, 
to talk to ourselves about how respectful we are 
about all of our students with different abilities 
and disabilities and to showcase what can be 
done, what is being done, what they can do and 
what they are doing to achieve.”
Interpreter Coordinator Rosemary Landa 
estimated that about 140 people attended the 
third annual American Sign Language Talent 
Show.
 “We are coming together to celebrate the 
ASL language, to celebrate the deaf culture,” 
Landa said the evening of the show. “It’s like 
a big powwow to reinforce the idea that deaf 
people and hearing people are equal.”
The show, which served as a fundraiser 
for the Sting ’em Sign Club, consisted of 19 
acts, with jokes by master of ceremonies Eric 
Martinez in between. Staff interpreter Julie 
Armendariz translated for the audience.
Sting ’em Sign Club Vice President Isidro 
Ramos’ comedy acts included jokes about 
hearing aids and a smart-aleck interpreter. The 
freshman drafting major was admittedly “very 
comfortable and enthusiastic about performing 
in sign language.” 
“Sometimes the deaf have a hard time at 
school and we are here to support each other 
and encourage each other,” Ramos said. “We 
don’t want to put sign language down; we 
want to be proud of [it].”
Landa’s father, Emigdio Linan of San 
Benito, also performed onstage. He narrated 
how he met the woman to whom he has been 
happily married for 34 years.
 “I came from San Antonio many years ago 
and when I moved here in 1979, I noticed that 
there were no interpreters and nothing going 
on for the deaf,” Linan, who is deaf, said after 
the show. “I am so glad to see this happening 
for the third year.”
His wife Carol also performed in a comedy 
sketch.
“Our daughter works here, so that’s how 
we got involved,” Carol Linan said. “There’s 
nothing like this in the Valley, so it’s really 
special.”
Landa encouraged UTB/TSC students to 
learn sign language.
“If [you are] interested in sign language, 
go ahead and be involved,” she said. “Also, 
if [you] have a deaf person in the classroom, 
don’t be afraid to speak to them, they are just 
like any other student and that’s what we hope 
to promote.”
Freshman speech pathology major Florencia 
Gracia, who attended the show, agreed.
“I think more of the hearing students should 
be involved, see everything [deaf students] are 
able to do,” Gracia said. “They are no less, we 
are the same.”
Freshman special education major Daniel 
Martinez is blind and aspires to be a teacher 
for the blind and visually impaired.
“People without disabilities need to be 
aware that disabilities can occur to people like 
them,” Martinez said in an interview during 
the Accessibility Awareness Fair on Oct. 21. 
“Even though they are getting through a 
disability like I did … there’s enough [support 
to] succeed.”
Wilder said about 400 students are 
registered with the Disability Services Office 
this semester, which represents an increase of 
5 percent over Spring 2009.
“I think more people are being more honest 
with themselves and less timid about coming 
into the office,” he said. “We are happy to help, 
but we don’t want to stigmatize either; we want 
them to succeed.”
Wilder said about a third of the registered 
students get accommodations or help of some 
kind in their classes, such as extra time for tests 
or interpreters, if they are deaf. 
“About two-thirds of the students wanted to 
let us know of their disabilities when they first 
came to college,” he said. “Yet they manage, 
which is good because [people] like to be 
independent.”
Wilder sent a message as well to UTB/TSC 
students: “There are certain ways that come 
up occasionally that everybody can help. … 
Don’t park in the handicapped parking spaces 
when you don’t have a disability--that’s one of 
the complaints we receive sometimes.”
He also suggested students share their notes 
taken in class with impaired students who have 
trouble listening to the professor and taking 
notes at the same time.
“That’s a way they can volunteer right on 
the spot, right in their own class without going 
out of their way,” Wilder said.
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Deaf culture celebrated in talent show
By Luciana Morales 
Staff Writer
Barry Horn had a knack for bringing events 
to life. His philanthropic philosophy, selfless 
nature and elegant style made him a prominent 
figure in the Brownsville community and, some 
would say, a force to be reckoned with. His 
work in establishing endowments will live on to 
benefit students for years to come.
Horn will be missed by many throughout 
UTB/TSC and the Brownsville community. 
“He touched a lot of lives,” said Letty 
Fernandez, director of News and Information. 
Fernandez worked closely with Horn during 
his employment in the university’s Division of 
Institutional Advancement.
She reflected on her time spent working with 
Horn, saying he provided a lot of inspiration to 
those around him.
“He would tell me, ‘Oh, I learned so much 
from you.’ But in reality, you learned from him,” 
Fernandez said.
Horn made everyone feel included, she said.
“[The division] would run an event and there 
was always a team of people working with him 
and it could be anybody from Physical Plant to 
Media Services, but he always made people feel 
like they were part of the team, that everybody 
had a role in making the event a success,” 
Fernandez said.
Horn died Oct. 24 in his home, 1400 Flor de 
Mayo in Brownsville. He was 59.
Before joining the Brownsville Museum 
of Fine Art as executive director, Horn held 
several posts at UTB/TSC, beginning in 2000, 
when he served as manager of the Jacob 
Brown Civic Center. He then became director 
of Development and in 2004 was promoted to 
associate vice president for Development. He 
left the university in 2008, according to a news 
release from the UTB/TSC Office of News and 
Information.
Horn was also involved in a number of civic 
projects, including helping the city earn an All-
America City Award in 2001, the restoration 
of the Immaculate Conception Cathedral, and 
establishing Symphony in the Park that benefits 
the Brownsville Literacy Center, the news 
release said.
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. Garía said she 
felt lucky to have Horn work at the university.
“With Barry, you weren’t just a friend or a 
colleague or an acquaintance, you were always 
family,” she said in an email. 
William Strong, a professor in the 
Communication Department, said Horn was 
“the invisible hand” of the university and helped 
plant the seeds for future student beneficiaries.
“He’s done things for people that they 
would probably never realize,” Strong said. “A 
philanthropist’s result of their work is usually 
never realized until 100 years later after they’re 
gone.”
Sonia Cunningham, an associate professor 
in the Associate Degree Nursing program, said 
Horn helped her establish the Keith A. Ferguson 
Scholarship Fund Endowment in honor of her 
son, which is now worth more than $150,000. 
In return, Cunningham established the Barry T. 
Horn Scholarship Endowment for the Arts at 
UTB/TSC to honor Horn.
Cunningham said the two words that come to 
mind when she thinks about Horn is “nice” and 
“elegant.”
“Even if something was wrong and he had 
to tell you to fix it, the way he told you was so 
pleasant that you were happy to do it,” she said.
Cunningham said Horn had “flair.”
“His flair was very elegant, he was always 
impeccably attired … so I imagine that anything 
we do must be on a grand scale but with 
elegance,” she said.
Strong holds the same views as Cunningham, 
adding that it would be difficult to do Horn justice 
because he was so “aesthetically talented” and 
was really good at creating an ambience for the 
university.
“He would do it bigger and better and get it 
done,” he said.
Apart from his work as associate vice 
president for Institutional Advancement, Horn 
had a love for the arts.
Diane Brumley, an adjunct professor in 
the Music Department and director of choral 
activities, said Horn was “truly a friend of the 
arts.”
Campus remembers Horn
By Julianna Sosa 
Collegian Editor
Staff interpreter Patricia Palomino, with assistance from Dede Weeks, performs Gloria Gaynor’s disco hit “I Will 
Survive” during the ASL Talent Show Oct. 24 in the Education and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia.
Manuel Reyna/Collegian
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COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
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  Present coupon with UTB/TSC ID and get a FREE drink.
The Brownsville City Commission has 
consented to the issuance of $13 million in 
water contract supply bonds for the installation 
of an arsenic removal system and expansion 
of the Southmost Regional Water Authority 
desalination plant.
The request was approved after its second 
reading during the commission meeting on 
Oct. 20. 
Joseph W. Norris, principal engineer for 
NRS Consulting Engineers, gave a presentation 
regarding the implementation of the system 
and answered the commission’s questions.
Norris said NRS was hired to design and 
build the desalination plant in 2002. The $23 
million plant was inaugurated April 1, 2004.
According to the U.S. Environmental 
Agency Web site, arsenic is a semi-metal 
element. It is odorless and tasteless.
Arsenic in water can cause both short- and 
long-term effects.
“Long-term exposure to arsenic has been 
linked to cancer of the bladder, lungs, skin, 
kidneys and nasal passages, liver and prostate. 
Short-term exposure to high doses of arsenic 
can cause other adverse health effects, but such 
effects are unlikely to occur from U.S. public 
water supplies that are in compliance with the 
arsenic standard,” the Web site stated.
John S. Bruciak, CEO and general manager 
of the Brownsville Public Utilities Board, said 
the deadline to begin the installment of the 
arsenic system removal is Nov. 14.
According to the EPA, on Jan. 22, 2001, 
the federal agency adopted a new standard for 
arsenic in drinking water at 10 parts per billion 
(ppb), replacing the old standard of 50 ppb. 
The rule became effective on Feb. 22, 2002. 
The date by which systems must comply with 
the new 10 ppb standard was Jan. 23, 2006. 
“When they say final rule, it’s not necessarily 
final rule; the effective date of the final rule 
was February 2002,” Norris said. “It really 
wasn’t until the construction [of the regional 
desalination plant] started that we were sure 
that the 10 [parts per billion] would be the final 
rule.” 
Other systems have been used to clean the 
water. 
“The plant--the largest such facility in 
the state of Texas--uses reverse osmosis 
to transform groundwater that was once 
considered unusable into bottle-quality water,” 
according to a May 2004 newsletter from 
NRS. 
District 2 Commissioner Charlie Atkinson 
did not agree on spending more money on the 
plant. Atkinson told Norris that former city 
commission members approved the building of 
the desalination plant knowing that technology 
was available but not incorporating it.
“We are paying for something that could have 
been avoided if we would’ve got somebody 
that would have built [the desalination plant] 
the right way, who had the technology back 
then to fix it,” Atkinson said.
Norris disagreed, explaining that at the time 
there were few proven arsenic removal systems 
installed in other plants.
He said NRS looked at the El Paso 
desalination plant’s arsenic removal system 
and estimated Brownsville would spend $10 
million on its own plant. 
“If you did the project today as opposed to 
back then, you would’ve carried $6.3 million 
worth of interest, you had a differential cost of 
$4.5 million and, so basically, you would cost 
the city almost over $10 million more than you 
are doing today,” Norris said.
Commissioner At-Large “A” Anthony P. 
Troiani said the plant is producing fewer gallons 
of water per day than originally expected.
“We are producing 6.2 million gallons per 
day but if we had put the arsenic removal 
system in, if we would’ve had $10 million, 
you could have gotten 7.5 [million gallons per 
day],” Norris said.
The regional desalination plant is operated 
by the Southmost Regional Water Authority 
and partners with PUB, Valley Municipal 
Utility District No. 2 (Rancho Viejo), the City 
of Los Fresnos, the Town of Indian Lake and 
the Brownsville Navigation District. 
On Oct. 15, PUB was awarded a $46 
million grant from the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 through the Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund-Disadvantaged 
Community Program administered by the 
Texas Water Development Board. The funds 
will be used to “fund wastewater system 
improvements,” according to a PUB news 
release.
Bruciak states in the news release that the 
grant “will allow BPUB to address infiltration 
and inflow issues with the city’s aged sanitary 
sewer collection systems.” 
The news release also states that the proposed 
projects consist of 15 separate construction 
contracts throughout the older sections of 
Brownsville, with 31 miles of 6-inch to 30-
inch-diameter sanitary sewer pipeline and 38 
lift stations scheduled for improvement. 
The deadline to begin construction on the 
projects is Feb. 17, 2010, and completion is 
expected in 2013.
Regional desalination plant to expand
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer 
John S. Bruciak, Brownsville Public Utilities Board CEO and general manger, discusses the Southmost Regional 
Water Authority desalination plant during the Oct.20 City Commission meeting. Also shown is Joseph W. Norris, 
principal engineer for NRS Consulting Engineers.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
Ideophonic delivers a melodic indie 
alternative rock style with free-flowing poetic 
lyrics of disquietness.
Radiohead, Interpol and As Tall As Lions 
influenced the band, according to its Web site.
Lead singer and bassist Joel Niño said there 
are many local bands that are talented, but very 
different from the type of music Ideophonic 
plays. 
Guitarist and pianist Armando Ibarra met 
junior biology major Alex Escobar through 
a mutual friend. Escobar plays guitar and 
incorporates samples. Ibarra said they quickly 
became friends and started “jamming” 
together. 
“I put out flier around UTB for drummers 
and we found Milton [Rodriguez],” Ibarra said. 
“We auditioned like eight or nine drummers 
all over and he was the one who touched my 
heart,” he said as they all laughed during an 
interview with The Collegian. 
Ibarra said they found Niño through 
MySpace.
As far as where the name Ideophonic came 
from, Rodriguez’s mother inadvertently helped 
him come up with it. 
“I was sick and my mom told me in Spanish 
‘te oyes bien afónico,’ so phonic stayed in my 
mind and I started scrambling a lot of words,” 
said Rodriguez, a sophomore computer 
information systems major. “[I kept] putting 
[words] in front of [the word] phonics or at the 
end of phonics, so I came up with Ideophonic 
and I showed it to these guys and they ended 
up liking it.” 
Niño had been in band since middle school, 
where he played the tuba and he played bass 
guitar for the jazz band. He also played the 
tuba in the UTB/TSC symphony during his 
freshman year. Ibarra took guitar and piano 
classes at UTB/TSC and he did a workshop at 
Berkelee College of Music in Boston. Escobar 
took guitar class at UTB/TSC as well.  
“And I failed it twice,” Escobar said as they 
all laughed. 
The band had its first official show in 2006.
Ibarra said they usually play at places such as 
Galeria 409 in Brownsville and Simon Sez in 
McAllen. The band joked that they are willing 
to play anywhere, including at “pachangas.”
“Right now we’re doing Valley shows as 
far as all the major cities here in the Valley,” 
Rodriguez said. “We did a small Texas tour two 
years ago. It turned out good. We’re planning 
on doing another tour pretty soon, possibly next 
year to get more [exposure].”  
On Nov. 17, they will be performing at the 
McAllen Convention Center. Niño said many 
bands will be playing in what is called Music 
After Hours.
The band has released a CD, or an Extended 
Play, every year since they have been together.
“We recorded two EPs and a CD that we just 
released in June,” Niño said.  
The two EPs are called “Haunted Rooms” 
and “Idol Transition,” and the CD is titled “De 
Caos orden.”
 “In English, it means from chaos to order,” 
Niño said.
The seahorse has been Ideophonic’s 
“emblem” since the beginning, Niño said. A 
graphic designer for “Haunted Rooms” told 
them their music reminded her of the ocean, 
so she came up with a symbol of the seahorse, 
which decorates most of their merchandise.
“Come to our shows,” Niño said. “[CDs] are 
$7 and we have a bunch of other stuff. We have 
pins, shirts, stickers, decals for your car or other 
locations.”
The band has fans of all ages, but mostly 
attracts 14-to-25-year-olds. Rodriguez hopes to 
tour large cities in and out of Texas to get more 
exposure and expand their “fan base.”
“Our future would be doing a long extended 
tour,” he said.  
Although all four members labor at making 
their music better, they do have day jobs.
Niño does body piercings and helps to 
manage South Ink in Los Fresnos and also 
works at a bookstore. Escobar works at an 
office in San Benito, Rodriguez is a UTB/TSC 
staff member at Champion Hall and UTB/
TSC graduate Ibarra is employed at Cameron 
Works.
The band plans on releasing another album 
within the next year or two and fans will soon 
be able to get their tracks on iTunes.
“I guess, overall for the future, we just want 
to keep playing music and having a good time,” 
Ibarra said. 
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 ’Scopes
By Hugo E. Rodríguez
Sports Editor
Aries (March 21-April 19): This week, 
you will search deep inside your soul for a 
City of God, a place that might seem taken out 
of the pages of a pulp fiction novel. Stay the 
course and you will become enlightened--or 
unforgiven.
Taurus (April 20-May 20): While situations 
in life may prompt you to become like a raging 
bull sometimes, you have to keep a cool head, 
even if people see you as an extraterrestrial.
Gemini (May 21-June 21): The “Lord of 
the Rings” is easily one of the best movies of 
all time, and it’s based on an epic adventure. 
This week, go off on your own adventure to 
someplace you’ve never been to before. 
Cancer (June 22-July 22): While it seems 
that every evening is a hard day’s night for 
you, you should rest a little bit more this 
week. Otherwise you just might go psycho on 
someone.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): A hard week 
is in your near future. Good: You’ll study 
hard, for once, for a test. Bad: You’ll end up 
studying the wrong chapters. Ugly: It was 
half your grade for the semester. But hey, chin 
up, life goes on. At the very least, you won’t 
end up as a bum on the waterfront.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): With the sudden 
changes of weather, there’s a good chance 
this week you will end up singing in the rain. 
Whether it’s lines from musicals like “Meet Me 
in St. Louis” or just your favorite song playing 
on the radio, sing to your heart’s content!
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23: Some call you 
notorious, others call you a child of paradise. 
Prove them both wrong and walk the line of 
moderation this week.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): This week, 
patience is key: Though patience has the 
potential to be as boring as train spotting, it 
pays off in the end.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): If you have 
a friend who looks like Helen of Troy, take 
an extra opportunity this week to tell her how 
beautiful she looks. However, don’t overdo it 
or you might be looked upon as an enemy at 
the gates.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You will 
try to explore the meaning of life this week. 
More likely than not, you won’t find a clear-
cut answer, but if you look back at the history 
of the world and what everyone’s been doing, 
you can safely assume that “killing” is not one 
of those meanings of life.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): This week, 
it may seem as if your professors have cruel 
intentions against you. Instead of freaking out, 
relax or you’ll meet a certain doom.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): Though the 
world may tempt you to drop out and become 
a taxi driver, pay no heed to this temptation. 
You alone will define your future. Cornerupid’s






What is your dream? “To 
earn my degree in nurs-
ing.”
Do you believe in love at 
first sight? “No.”
Do you believe in pre-
marital sex? “Yes, I do.”
What are your most over-
used phrases? “Nada que 
ver,” and “Chido.”
Best place to go on a 
date? “A romantic day at 
the Island.”
Have you ever been 
caught doing something 
you weren’t supposed to? 
“Never.”
Do you prefer comfort or 
fashion? “Fashion.”
I would never date a guy 
whose … “Breath smells.”
Have you ever cheated on 
your partner? “No.”
Do you prefer giving or 
receiving? “Giving.”
If you could have any 
superpower, which one 
would you want? “I 







--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
Smooth sounds from Ideophonic
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
Members of Ideophonic include (from left) guitarist Alex Escobar, lead vocalist and bassist Joel Niño, drummer 
Milton Rodriguez and guitarist and pianist Armando Ibarra. 
CourtEsy Photo
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Kids in the Buena Vida neighborhood ran 
out of their homes as soon as they heard the 
loud Halloween-themed music being played at 
97 Mira Flores St.
What they and their parents saw outside was 
a treat: candy, prizes, games and face-painting 
offered by UTB/TSC’s Center for Civic 
Engagement during its first Halloween Fair for 
the neighborhood on Oct. 24.
The Buena Vida Compassion Center was 
adorned with a blow-up Frankenstein, spooky 
images of ghosts, witches and spiders.
Stephanie Perez, 8, attended the fair 
accompanied by her 5-year-old friend, Maria 
Moreno.  
Maria wanted to paint her face as a cat to get 
a feel for how she would look with her costume 
on Halloween.
“I like cats, so I wanted to have whiskers 
painted on my face,” Maria said in Spanish.
Stephanie said in Spanish that she “enjoyed 
the music being played, the face-painting and 
the popcorn the most.”
Five-year-old Michelle Rodriguez was 
playing with a pair of balloons she had won in 
a game.
Rodriguez said her favorite holiday is 
Halloween because everyone gets to dress up 
as their favorite character.
 “[For Halloween,] I want to be a princess 
with a red dress,” she said.
Mayra Cardenas, a senior education major 
and president of the Civic Engagement 
Scholars Club, said the purpose of the fair 
was to promote a fun and safe environment 
where children could enjoy themselves in case 
they might not be able to go trick-or-treating 
Halloween night.
Cardenas said she was primarily in charge 
of decorating and gathering clubs and student 
organizations to participate in the event.
“We just wanted to give a safe environment 
for the kids here at Buena Vida and we 
also wanted to give UTB/TSC students the 
opportunity to give back during … Halloween,” 
she said. “We have different games and prizes 
and toys for the kids, as well as safety tables 
and face-painting, arts and crafts.”
Civic Engagement Scholars Club member 
Sigrid Razo also helped organize the event and 
entertain the children who attended.
She said the fair was a good substitute for 
Halloween Extravaganza, which the university 
decided not to sponsor this year.
“We always do an event every month, so that 
the students at UTB have the opportunity to 
volunteer and do something for the community,” 
Razo said of the Civic Engagement Center.
Other student organizations that participated 
in the event were Café Literario, the Emergency 
Medical Science Club, Sigma Psi Delta 
sorority, Chi Alpha Campus Ministries and 
Associate Master Technical Instructor Karon 
Jahn’s speech class.
“For the most part, I think we had a successful 
event,” Cardenas said.
Fair brings smiles to children
By Cleiri Quezada
Staff Writer
Six-year-old Carlos Salazar and senior sociology major 
Matthew Paul Gomez enjoy swordplay during the Halloween 
Fair in the Buena Vida neighborhood, which was held Oct. 24. 
About 80 residents attended the event, which was sponsored 
by UTB/TSC’s Center for Civic Engagement.
Cleiri Quezada/Collegian
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A fundraiser Thursday 
will help support a 
documentary that brings 




Hollywood-based company, is producing 
“Kings of Brownsville,” a film about the 
growth of the public school chess programs. 
The documentary tells the tale of the unlikely 
rise of Brownsville programs to the top of the 
state tournaments and is less than a year from 
completion.
The first chess program in Brownsville 
started in 1990 at Russell Elementary. Led by 
J.J. Guajardo, the program was initially an effort 
to keep kids out of trouble.
“One of the reasons this story is so special … 
is that the way this started at Russell was almost 
a fluke,” Guajardo said. “As the year went by, I 
saw the benefits of chess in the students.”
The small in-class effort soon grew into 
a small program. That small program grew 
into a state powerhouse, bringing home its 
first state championship in 1993. Since then, 
several Brownsville elementary schools’ 
programs have taken state titles, including the 
Morningside Elementary program, which from 
the fall of 1996 to the spring of 2001 was under 
the direction of Russell Harwood, UTB/TSC’s 
chess program director.
Similar to Guajardo, Harwood used chess as 
a motivation tactic, only teaching his classes to 
play once they exhibited good behavior. He took 
teams to the state tournaments several times, 
and recalled that it made Brownsville stand out 
each time, prompting cheers even from their 
competitors. 
“It was really cool, because they weren’t just 
cheering for one school, they were cheering for 
all the schools in the community,” Harwood 
said. 
Many of the students in the chess programs 
experienced academic benefits. When Guajardo 
led the program at Russell Elementary, he 
required that students pass the Texas Assessment 
of Academic Skills Test, the assessment test at 
the time. And pass they did.
“Even more unbelievably, every student 
that was going out in tournaments was getting 
exemplary on the TAAS Test,” he said.
Along with the documentary, Higher Ground 
Entertainment is producing an educational 
package that will assist teachers in bringing 
chess into the classroom. The educational 
package will include a teacher’s guide that will 
supplement the film as well as an interactive 
Web site that will have everything from chess 
lessons to chess history.
“You can pull down an educational component 
that teachers can take and use with their kids,” 
producer Ernesto Quintero said. “It’ll be a full-
on interactive Web site that will complement the 
outreaches we have planned.”
The nonprofit documentary is in the editing 
stages, said Danny Haro, executive producer 
and co-director. In order to complete the film, 
about $250,000 more will be needed.
The fundraiser on Thursday will take place 
at the home of Texas Southmost College 
District Trustee Dr. Roberto Robles. UTB/TSC 
President Juliet V. García will be in attendance 
and Guajardo will speak.
Higher Ground Productions aims to produce 
a feature film once the documentary is finished.
“I think the feature film will enhance even 
a bigger outreach for the documentary as an 
educational component,” Haro said. “We’re 
excited about the plan, and I think the people 
are, too.”
‘Kings of  Brownsvil le ’ 
to raise funds here
By David Boon
Staff Writer
There is a sense of anticipation regarding the 
arrival and distribution of the H1N1 vaccines. 
Dr. Carmen Rocco, M.D., of the Brownsville 
Kiddie Health Center, said she has seen two 
groups from the public that stand out the most 
when it comes to the slow manufacturing and 
distribution of the H1N1 vaccine. 
One group of people is more concerned with 
the illness than it is about the vaccine and the 
other group is more concerned with the vaccine 
than it is with the illness.  
“There’s one group who absolutely wants 
it and is calling to see when we get it,” Rocco 
said. “There’s another group that is completely 
apprehensive about it.”
The pediatrician said the second group seems 
to be apprehensive about many issues, saying 
they do not believe people know enough about 
the virus and some do not trust the government. 
Others in the group are uneasy about how the 
vaccine is being manufactured and distributed.
“What the American Academy of Pediatrics 
is seeing nationwide [and what our office is 
seeing], I would say there’s more in the group 
that wants it than the group that doesn’t,” Rocco 
said, “at least at this point.” 
There is an administration fee of $14.97 for 
the vaccine, which covers the cost of supplies 
and nursing provisions.
Rocco received one shipment of 180 H1N1 
vaccines two weeks before Oct. 27, which was 
delivered directly to her office. She is scheduled 
to receive another shipment this week. 
Dr. Brian Smith, regional medical director for 
the Texas Department of State Health Services 
from Health Service Region 11, said 12,000 
medical providers have registered in Texas to 
receive the H1N1 vaccine. 
Smith said of the 12,000, about 1,000 
providers are registered for Region 11, which 
includes the Rio Grande Valley, Corpus Christi 
and Laredo. The companies that manufacture 
the vaccine are CSL Limited, Glaxo SmithKline, 
MedImmune, Novartis and Sanofi Pasteur.
“Those are the manufacturers we have 
received vaccines from, so far,” he said. 
Eugenia Curet, director of Student Health 
Services at UTB/TSC, said there are prescription 
medications people can take to help prevent 
or ease the symptoms of different types of 
influenza, including H1N1.
“Those are anti-viral medications,” Curet said. 
“Tamiflu and the Relenza are two medications 
that when you’re getting flu symptoms, you 
take them to help you with the illness.”
She said that although these medications can 
help prevent the contraction of H1N1, people 
still need to get vaccinated because it is the 
vaccine that will stop the virus.
The Dr. Antonio Diaz, M.D., Family Practice 
in Brownsville registered to receive the H1N1 
vaccine in August. LVN and office manager 
Leslie Yoste Diaz said the office received only 
one shipment, last Tuesday. 
Yoste Diaz said the state has allowed them to 
have 50 doses of the H1N1 vaccine, so far.
She said a representative from Glaxo 
SmithKline, which manufactures vaccines for 
as H1N1, hepatitis A and B and Booster Tdap, 
told her there are 2.5 million vaccines the U.S. 
government has contracted with them, but the 
manufacturer is unable to distribute them yet. 
“They’re just pending a clearance from the 
government,” Yoste Diaz said. “They’re just 
waiting for the government to give the approval 
and once they do they’re going to ship them 
out. It gets distributed by how the government 
decides who’s going to get what.” 
When Dr. Diaz’s office registered to receive 
the H1N1 vaccine, they had to fill out a long 
questionnaire about the type of patients they 
service, she said.
The Department of State Health 
Services allocates vaccines according to the 
recommendations of the Centers for Disease 
Control’s Advisory Committee on Immunization 
Practices.
Yoste Diaz said “hundreds” of people have 
called asking if they have the vaccine and when 
they will be receiving a shipment, but she has 
not received word of when and if there will be 
another shipment. 
Registered medical providers receive an 
e-mail to notify them their vaccine order is 
available.
Priority groups for the vaccine such as young 
children, pregnant women and health care 
workers changes often. 
“I’m getting updates every week,” Yoste 
Diaz said.There is no administration fee for the 
vaccine at Diaz’s office, she said.
Johnny Torres, public information officer for 
the Hidalgo County Health Department, said 
the county had received only 400 doses as of 
last Tuesday. 
The Hidalgo County Health Department 
wants at least 1,000 doses before distributing 
them to the county clinics first. Torres said the 
reason for this is because he does not want to 
offer a small amount of vaccines and have 
people panic because they did not receive any.
He also said “it takes too much” to set up 
a clinic with traffic control, crowd control, 
security and staff. 
“We want to make sure that when we are 
ready and I offer the service, we’re going to 
give the best quality service that we can provide 
within Hidalgo County,” Torres said.
He said the slow process of distribution is 
nationwide.
“We are expecting more,” Torres said. “It is a 
slow process; it is taking a little bit longer than 
anticipated due to the fact that there is a high 
demand for this vaccine. That’s why Cameron 
County is also having the same problem.”
As of Thursday, the Texas Department of 
State Health Services had ordered more than 1.5 
million doses of the H1N1 vaccine. The U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 
allocated about 2 million vaccine doses to Texas 
and are in the process of distributing them to 
medical providers, according to the state health 
department.
Doug Arney, associate vice president for 
Business Affairs, has e-mailed UTB/TSC 
students, faculty and staff an H1N1 vaccine 
survey in order to get an estimate of how many 
people might go to Student Health Services for 
the vaccine. 
“We are trying to determine how many people 
would be interested,” Arney said, “because right 
now, we have [about] 12,500 students, and if 
half of them are interested, that’s going to be a 
lot of people to try and [vaccinate].” 
There are also about 2,000 faculty and staff 
members who may want to be vaccinated on 
campus. He said the number of vaccines UTB/
TSC is going to receive over a period of time is 
12,000 doses.
The earliest the Department of State Health 
Services expects to have vaccines available for 
the general public is December.
“We expect allocations in the next few weeks 
to continue to be focused on healthcare workers, 
pediatric populations and pregnant women as 
well as close contact of children less than 6 years 
old,” state officials said in an e-mail obtained by 
The Collegian.
Curet expects that Student Health Services 
will begin receiving shipments of the vaccine in 
December or January.
“We check with the state almost on a daily 
basis because we have a registration number and 
a password and we can go there to see whether 
they have allocated any vaccines for us,” Curet 
said.
Visit the Web site for the Centers for Disease 
Control at cdc.gov to see the availability of 
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Pig lungs, an infant Manikin and X-ray 
films caught the attention of scores of students 
who stopped in at Life and Health Sciences 
Building 1.502 on Wednesday.
These were only some of the items exhibited 
during an open house sponsored by the 
Respiratory Therapy Program. The event was 
a part of the program’s observance of National 
Respiratory Care Week.
Darcy Carpenter, a clinical supervisor in 
the Respiratory Care program, said the open 
house is oriented toward gaining the interest 
of health care students.
“Most of the students that are going to come 
through here are HPRS students, they’re health 
care professional students, plus all the other 
health programs,” Carpenter said. “That’s 
who we cater to because we want to get them 
interested in our program.”
Various stations were set up giving examples 
of different aspects of respiratory care, such as 
neonatal/pediatric, pig lung, oxygen devices, 
ventilator, ABG arm, adult CPAP, chest X-
rays and vest.
At the neonatal/pediatric station, a Manikin 
infant was set up on a table to show visitors 
resuscitation of neonatal patients.
Two pig lungs, one bright pink and the 
other dingy and tar-covered, were exhibited as 
examples of healthy lungs and the unhealthy 
lungs of a smoker, respectively. When a foot 
pump was pressed to simulate breathing, the 
healthy lungs inflated and deflated while the 
unhealthy lungs did not. 
Visitors also could view a ventilator and 
hear an explanation of its uses. The ventilator 
basically breathes for patients who cannot 
breathe on their own.
An arterial blood gas arm also was displayed. 
The procedure shown at the station is used to 
measure oxygen, pH, CO2 and bicarbonate 
levels of blood after changes are made to the 
ventilator, or when giving oxygen to a patient. 
With this procedure, the improvement or status 
of a patient can be measured. 
At the adult CPAP station visitors were 
informed the machine is used in order to 
prevent putting a patient onto mechanical 
ventilation by giving positive pressure 
ventilation to the patient with the Continuous 
Positive Airway Pressure machine.
X-rays of patients with different respiratory 
problems, as well as an example of an improper 
X-ray, were displayed on a wall at the chest X-
ray station.
At the vest demonstration station, a person 
could put on a chest vest, which moves 
secretions from the lower airway to the 
peripheral airway for expulsion (coughing).
The open house focused on more than just 
learning about the program.
“The kids get exposure to other health care 
students, they can come see our program [and] 
we can show them our stuff,” Carpenter said. 
“We have a lot of fun.”
Breathing easier via respiratory care
By Jeanette Martinez
Staff Writer
Senior respiratory therapy majors George Paez (center) and 
Daniel Soria (right) show healthy and damaged lungs.
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian
e-mail Martinez. 
Additionally, Martinez brought up some 
ideas for the hand sanitizer project, which the 
SGA is sponsoring. He mentioned, however, 
that the giveaway of hand sanitizers may take 
away business from Student Health Services, 
which sells the product for $1. 
“Were they ordered online?” Martinez 
asked. “They also sell them at Sam’s Club. 
You could avoid that shipping and handling 
cost and the whole setup cost.”  
College of Liberal Arts Senator Sandra 
Esparza updated the senate on the Scantron 
project during her report. She said they had 
arrived, but questioned the proposed location 
of distribution, the Reading Lab, located in 
Cardenas Hall North. After a few minutes 
of discussing other possible locations, such 
as the Student Union office, and problems 
that would arise with tracking the Scantrons’ 
distribution, the senate agreed to approach the 
SGA Executive Board on the matter. 
Freshman Senator Joshua Law informed of 
his attempts to contact the Brownsville Urban 
System regarding the termination of the route 
after 1 p.m. to the International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center. Law wanted 
more information on BUS’ decision.
“The attempts were unsuccessful,” Law 
said. “I got bounced around a couple of times 
between phone calls and I left a couple of 
voicemails.”
Dean of Students Mari Fuentes-Martin, an 
adviser to the senate, suggested the formation of 
an ad hoc committee to review the dilemma. 
 “I’d be willing to help those students meet 
with the right BUS people and look at the data 
that has been offered,” Fuentes-Martin said.
The senate approved Resolution 14, which 
allocates about $1,500 to provide students 
without financial means to purchase seasonal 
flu and H1N1 vaccines with a voucher. The 
resolution proposed the distribution of 100 $10 
vouchers for the seasonal flu vaccine and 100 
$5 vouchers for the H1N1 vaccine. Seasonal 
flu vaccine vouchers are scheduled to be given 
out from 1 to 4 p.m. today in front of the 
Student Health Services office. 
Law said no date was provided for the 
distribution for the H1N1 vaccine vouchers 
because Student Health Services does not 
know when they will receive the vaccines.
The senate also approved Resolution 
15, which informally appoints government 
Professor Ronald Lane as faculty adviser for 
the senate and Executive Board beginning 
immediately until the end of Spring 2010. 
 “It’s basically an extra resource to us and he 
has expressed his willingness to serve us and 
the students,” Polin said.
Freshman Senator Hugo Teran was absent 
from the meeting. SGA President Ruby de la 
Fuente was present but sat in the audience. 
Asked why she was sitting in the audience, 
de la Fuente replied: “David Polin uninvited 
me to the Student Government meetings. He 
basically disallowed me to sit at the Student 
Government meetings [table] unless I am part 
of the ‘Let Your Voice Be Heard’ section.”
Polin confirmed it was his decision and not 
that of the entire senate’s. 
“The senate has not resolved to disallow her 
from sitting with us,” he said.
Although the vice president of administration 
presides over SGA senate meetings, the 
president is typically invited.
“It’s an extension of respect, really, to invite 
the president because the president of SGA is 
the person who ultimately represents the whole 
organization,” de la Fuente said. 
As the meeting came to a close, Polin asked 
Fuentes-Martin about a notice he received 
regarding de la Fuente’s impeachment. 
“I need to double-check on a couple of things 
that were expected to be delivered today,” 
Fuentes-Martin said. “If those things are true, 
then there would be a hearing next Thursday. I 
can’t say 100 percent [sure] but 80 percent. It 
should be finalized soon.”
about it. When I asked about it, I was just ig-
nored. I don’t understand what the issue is. Is it 
because they just don’t want people there? Is it 
like a territorial thing?”
Martinez said LAMP’s location change 
from the Lightner Center to the Student Union 
was brought up when he became Student Life 
director.
“I got this new position, you know, I wanted 
to merge my area with me, so I brought them 
with me,” Martinez said. “I run several pro-
grams in the office: Scorpion Ambassadors, 
Scorpion Scholars, LAMP, several organiza-
tions, I have student development programs.”
Vice President for Student Affairs Hilda 
Silva said part-time LAMP employee Heather 
Olague had to make numerous trips from the 
Lightner Center to the Student Union and that 
the change was also good for the LAMP em-
ployees.
“We couldn’t leave that space unattended,” 
Silva said, referring to the Lightner location. 
“We tried it for a while, but Heather was go-
ing back and forth like 20 times a day. It was 
not efficient that the function that belongs to 
one office was being separated by two. Once 
Heather left, I couldn’t let the students meet 
there on their own.”
LAMP employee Daniel Vela thinks the 
change to the Student Union was convenient 
and didn’t have a problem adapting.
“I like it because I’ve established new con-
nections with Student Life now,” Vela said. 
“We are more informed about what’s going 
on.”
Martinez said the rules and regulations in 
the Student Organization room were not being 
followed.
“One of the concerns I had when I came in 
is that there were students in there that were 
not organization members using the room,” he 
said.
Other regulations that were not being fol-
lowed were that students were using the room 
as a study or homework area and consuming 
food or drinks.
“A lot of people were using that as their own 
personal lunch room,” Martinez said.  “That’s 
one of the policies I had put in there. There is 
no food or drinks allowed in that room.”
In the e-mail sent to Polin, the anonymous 
student said he and other students use the room 
for studying.
“I go and study there. … Students who 
know about it do their homework there,” the 
student said.
The LAMP program was moved to the Stu-
dent Life office on the second floor of Union 
shortly after the resolution was passed.
Asked if the Student Life office is LAMP’s 
permanent location, Silva replied, “Yes, it is.” 
SGA
Continued from Page 3
LAMP
Continued from Page 1
to learn English because it’s a requirement in 
her job and she wants to help her family in the 
future.
“Since I am in another country, I have to 
learn the language of this country,” Martinez 
said in Spanish.
Taking courses at the institute is 
recommended for people who want to improve 
their English skills before they attend college.
The Language Institute employs 14 
instructors, who teach such classes as 
Introduction to Grammar and Introduction 
to English Skills, Conversational Grammar, 
Writing Skills, Conversation and English Skills 
for beginning, intermediate, high intermediate 
and advanced levels, English Pronunciation, 
Preparation for College and Preparation for 
the TOEFL, or Test of English as a Foreign 
Language.
Stephen W. Johnston, a learning instructional 
specialist, said the TOEFL is an exam that 
international students have to take in order to 
enter the university.
Johnston is teaching five language courses 
this semester and explained the objective of 
the Conversational Grammar class.
“The focus is on grammar,” he said, “but the 
title of the course is Conversational Grammar, 
so the idea is that the students are not studying 
grammar for theoretical purposes but are 
studying grammar to learn the language and 
speak the language.”
About 450 students are enrolled in the 
Language Institute, less than in past years, and 
according to Garza, the increasing costs of the 
student visa might be the cause.
“Anybody who comes in, an international 
student, has to have visa and that, of course, 
incurs an extra cost aside from the tuition,” 
Garza explained.
To overcome the slight decrease in 
enrollment, the institute is working with the 
Distance Education Department to develop a 
system to offer “videoconferencing courses.”
“A videoconferencing course,” Garza said, 
“is something similar to an online course, 
except something that will be a live class, you 
know, meeting. It will be a more interactive 
course, where the instructor here would be 
able to interact with the individuals through a 
computer or a video screen.”
A distance-learning system was installed at 
the ITECC to transmit the videoconferencing 
courses. The institute has already started 
negotiations with the Universidad Tecnológica 
de Matamoros to start transmitting courses to 
the university’s campus this semester.
Students interested in learning a foreign 
language may contact the Language Institute 
at 882-4178 or visit its office in Suite D-3A, 
Office 106. The ITECC is located at 301 
Mexico Blvd.
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Continuing Education student Lilia Martinez reviews a 
word list as she fills in the blank of a sentence Wednesday 
during her Intermediate Writing class at the International 
Technology, Education and Commerce Center. 
Faculty, Students, Staff!
$400 per month/$49 per day 
www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
•Furnished, large rooms, 





•$500 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month 
  agreement
•All utilities paid 
  (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 
  8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(off 12th St.)
“He realized more than most people that 
the arts and music are indeed a bridge to 
enlightenment and through his efforts our 
department … and the Master Chorale will 
forever be in his debt,” Brumley said.
Horn also attended classes during his time 
at UTB/TSC and graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in communication in December 2007.
Alumna Rosemary Vasquez, who graduated 
with Horn, said many of her classmates looked 
up to Horn.
“He was just one of those people that when 
Barry spoke, everyone would listen, and he had 
so much knowledge and it was good stuff,” 
Vasquez said.
Former SGA President Abraham Ponce, who 
was the first recipient of the Keith A. Ferguson 
Scholarship, said Horn was very helpful and 
always had a smile on his face. Ponce recalls the 
time he made the trip with other students to New 
York to take part in the Sgt. Keith A. Ferguson 
Memorial Run/Walk.
“We took that trip to New York with the 
other members from UTB and he was a great 
help,” Ponce said. “I couldn’t check into my 
hotel because I didn’t have a credit card and he 
showed up and put his credit card and he was 
the one who got me my hotel room.”
And although Horn no longer was part of 
the university, Cunningham said he graciously 
accepted her invitation to attend the run/walk 
last summer.
  “I just think he’ll be remembered for lots of 
things,” Fernandez said. “I think you see a lot 
of his work here, even down to the palm trees 
on campus.”
Horn was born in Brownsville on Dec. 12, 
1949, to Lloyd and Louise Horn. He was an 
on-air personality and producer of the morning 
news program at KTRK-TV Channel 13, the 
ABC television affiliate in Houston, from 1971 
to 1993. He moved back to the Rio Grande 
Valley and served as executive director of the 
South Texas Symphony Association, according 
to a News and Information release.
Horn was preceded in death by his parents 
and sister, Gloria H. Rattigan. He is survived 
by his brothers, Richard, James and Joseph; 
sisters, Judy and Ann; and numerous nieces and 
nephews.
Services were held Saturday at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Brownsville.
Horn
Continued from Page 5
Manuel Reyna/Collegian
ITECC
Continued from Page 1
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Scorpions host TAMIU in last home game
To the RRAC tourney ... and beyond!
Some would call it swagger. Others would call it 
boastfulness.
The UTB/TSC Volleyball Team would probably just call 
it confidence.
Through confidence, this team that went 10-28 overall 
and 8-6 in the Red River Athletic Conference in 2008 
turned the tables on everyone and is now 26-1 overall and 
13-0 in conference.
Oh, and have we mentioned they’re ranked ninth 
nationally?
The Scorpions will play their last games of the season on 
Friday and Saturday, but coaches and players are already 
looking to the RRAC championship and beyond.
“My expectations are very high, as we only have three 
games, easy games,” setter Daianarah Bracero said in 
Spanish. “So, we’re getting ready for nationals.”
Her views were echoed by middle blocker Talita 
Milasauskas.
“We have been through so many games already this 
season, and it’s very good to be coming all this way winning, 
but we hope [to] keep winning to the end,” Milasauskas 
said. “Like [Bracero] said, our goal is being over there [in 
nationals] on Dec. 5, playing the final game, but we know 
that it will take hard work to be there, so that’s what we’re 
trying to do all the time.”
The Scorpions have not lost a single game since Aug. 
29, when they were defeated by No. 6 Georgetown (Ky.) 
College.
And while Head Coach Todd Lowery acknowledges that 
anything can happen in a conference tournament, he has no 
doubts about his team’s performance.
“I think as long as we take care of what we can control, I 
don’t think there’s anybody out there that can do anything 
to take us out of that, and that’s the key 
sometimes,” Lowery said. “We just have to 
take care of our side of the net and everybody 
has to worry about stopping us.”
The Scorpions’ biggest competition will 
come from the No. 2 and No. 3 teams in 
the conference, positions currently held 
by defending conference champion Wiley 
College and Southwestern Assemblies of 
God University, respectively.
The Scorpions, currently the No. 1 seed 
in the tournament, will get a bye in the 
quarterfinals and then face the winner of 
seeds 4 and 5 in the semifinals before facing 
the winner of tournament seeds 2 and 3, 
which will likely be a match between Wiley 
and Southwestern Assemblies of God.
Bracero sees no troubles looming from 
either of those teams.
“They have a good team,” the setter said, 
her face breaking into a smile. “But every 
time they come play against us, they know 
they can’t.”
Milasauskas agreed.
“[Bracero] is very right, I mean, they’re 
not hard,” she said. “But we also keep in 
mind that they always come to win, because 
we are the first ones, they want to win 
against us.”
Both girls, members of the 2007 volleyball 
team that headed to the NAIA national tournament, are 
itching to return.
“Our goal is to be in the final game, which is in Dec. 5,” 
Bracero said. “And we have the team, the only thing we 
need is to be there.”
Milasauskas said the team knows “that it will take hard 
work to be there, so that’s what we’re trying to do all the 
time, playing hard, work hard all of the time, to get our 
goal.”
The team’s hard work has been paying off, as Bracero 
was named RRAC Setter of the Week, alongside teammate 
Arlene Ferreira, who was named RRAC Volleyball Player 
of the Week and Hitter of the Week.
The 15th-ranked Scorpion 
men’s soccer team (13-0-
1, 7-0 RRAC) will host the 
Texas A&M International 
University Dustdevils (5-7-
3, 4-2-2 Heartland Conference) at 7 p.m. 
today in the Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center for their final game of 
the season.
“They always give us a tough game,” 
defender Brian Hardie said Wednesday. 
“But I think we’ll play it at home, so we 
should have the crowd behind us; it should 
make a big difference again.”
The last time the two teams faced each 
other was a road game for the Scorpions on 
Sept. 14, a match they ended up winning 
4-2 after being down two goals.
“TAMIU has become a bit of a rivalry 
and, hopefully, that game we have a chance 
to be undefeated for the regular season,” 
said Head Coach Dan Balaguero. “I don’t 
think there’s going to be as many goals as 
in the first game. … I expect it to be a low-
scoring game, which we’re going to win.”
The men’s team also was looking to 
clinch its third consecutive regular season 
conference title this weekend as they 
faced the Northwood University Knights 
in the last conference game of the regular 
season.
“They’ve got a good new goalkeeper, 
he’s getting the conference awards every 
week,” Hardie said. “So, I think it will be a 
tough game, but we should have enough to 
win it and come out on top.”
The tournament seeds were determined 
this weekend as the final conference games 
were played.
The last time the men’s team faced 
the Knights was on Oct. 4, 2008, at 
Morningside Park. The Scorpions shut out 
the Knights 2-0 in that game.
The women’s soccer team (9-3-2, 6-0-1 
RRAC) faced an equally tough challenge 
on Senior Day last Saturday, as it played 
the Knights (9-4, 6-0 RRAC).
Whoever would emerge victorious from 
that game would obtain the 2009 Regular 
Season Championship, a title that last year 
was split three ways among Texas Wesleyan 
University, Northwood University and 
UTB/TSC.
Northwood also ended the Scorpions’ 
season prematurely by knocking them out 
of the RRAC tournament in the semifinals.
“I’m sure it will be a good game against 
them, we’re happy to play them again,” 
said Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic. “The 
players have been getting ready, and 
everybody’s really excited to play.”
Defender Carling Rootes expected the 
team to come out strong.
“Northwood’s a good team, but I think 
if we play our game and keep up with hard 
practices this week, I think we’ll definitely 
win at home,” Rootes said.
In other soccer news, forward Aaron 
Guerrero was named RRAC Offensive 
player for the week of Oct. 19.
Midfielder Helen Wagstaff also obtained 
that honor, which she split with Texas 
Wesleyan University’s Jaimie Romaguera.
Defender Chelsea Maidment was also 
named RRAC Defensive Player of the 
Week.
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
By Hugo E. Rodríguez 
Sports Editor
ElizabEth PErEz/CollEgian
The Scorpion volleyball team practices for its last three games of the regular season 
Wednesday in the Manuel B. Garza Gym.
Team  Record  Conf. Record      Likely Tournament Seed 
UTB/TSC	 26-1	 	 13-0	 						 	 1				
Wiley	 	 17-4	 			 11-2	 							 	 2
SAG	University	 20-5	 															7-3	 							 	 3
OLLU	 	 13-11	 	 8-5	 	 	 4
Texas	Wesleyan	 12-14	 	 6-4	 	 	 5	
Huston-Tillotson	 5-25	 	 4-9	 	 	 6
RRAC Volleyball Standings
Team  Record  Conf. Record      Likely Tournament Seed 
Northwood	 10-4	 	 7-0*	 						 	 1				
UTB/TSC	 17-4	 			 11-2*	 							 	 2
OLLU	 	 8-6-2	 															5-2-1	 							 	 3
Texas	Wesleyan	 11-5	 	 4-2	 	 	 4
CSW	 	 7-6	 	 2-4	 	 	 5	
Texas	College	 3-9	 	 2-5	 	 	 6	
	
*Pending	weekend	games
RRAC Women’s Soccer Standings
Team  Record  Conf. Record      Likely Tournament Seed 
UTB/TSC	 13-0-1	 	 7-0	 						 	 1				
Huston-Tillotson	 8-5-1	 			 5-1	 							 	 2
OLLU	 	 9-5	 															6-2	 							 	 3
Northwood	 8-6-2	 	 5-2	 	 	 4
Texas	College	 4-8	 	 3-4	 	 	 5	
Texas	Wesleyan	 10-6	 	 2-4	 	 	 6
RRAC Men’s Soccer Standings
ElizabEth PErEz/CollEgian
Members of the 2009 Scorpions Forever Homecoming Court are (from left) Countess Gabriela Gutierrez and 
Lord David Silva, representing Circle K International; Lady in Waiting Lupita Capistran (Catholic Campus Ministry) 
and Count Jorge Muñoz (Sigma Psi Delta); Duke Lucas Gomez (Catholic Campus Ministry) and Dutchess 
Jennifer Lopez (Sigma Psi Delta); King Christopher Scott (Residence Hall Association) and Queen Alexis Alfaro 
(Associate Degree Nursing Class of 2011); Prince Gabriel Zorilla (Associate Degree Nursing Class of 2011); and 
Princess Carling Rootes (Residence Hall Association).
2009 Scorpions Forever  Homecoming Court
http://blue.utb.edu/collegian
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de hoy
E s t u d i a n t e
Nombre: Oscar Aldo Lira 
Martínez
Edad: 20 años




Clasificación: Estudiante de 
tercer año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 
2011
Pasatiempos: “Correr, [hacer] 
ejercicio y bailar. … Bailo tango”.
A c t i v i d a d e s 
Extracurriculares: Phi Alpha 
Theta History Honor Society
¿Cuáles son tus metas? 
“Después de graduarme aquí 
quiero ir a la Universidad de 
Texas [en Austin]”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 
años? “Trabajando en un 
doctorado”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más 
grande? “Conseguir mi 
residencia permanente”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de 
la Universidad, qué harías? 
“Traería libros nuevos a la 
biblioteca”.
¿Qué te gusta de la 
universidad? “Su 
arquitectura”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? 
“Que estudien el doble o el 
triple de lo que estudiaban en 
la preparatoria porque esto 
es universidad. [La forma en 
la que] ellos aprendieron en 
la preparatoria está bien, así 
aprendieron, así pasaron, pero 
[aquí] no es suficiente. Que 
se [impulsen] a ellos mismos 
y que se pongan metas más 
altas porque mucha gente se 
conforma con cualquier cosa”. 
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar 
para un examen? “Duerman 
bien, que no se queden toda 
la noche estudiando, estudien 
una hora al día,  [o] dos horas 
al día para cada clase, que 
tampoco se sobrecarguen, que 
estudien un poquito para cada 
clase”.  
--Recopilado por Mayra 
Urteaga
El Día de los Muertos es una 
de las tradiciones mexicanas más 
importantes.
“Es una tradición que viene 
desde la época de los indígenas 
Aztecas hasta nuestra fecha”, 
dijo Ramiro Rodríguez, profesor 
en el departamento de Lenguas 
Modernas. “El Día de los Muertos 
es una celebración mexicana en 
donde las familias se reúnen para 
recordar a los muertos. Es una 
manera de hacerse a la idea de 
que todos somos mortales, de que 
no haya tanto sufrimiento para 
acercarnos a la muerte”.
La festividad se divide en dos 
días, el Día de Todos los Santos 
(1 de noviembre) y el Día de los 
Muertos (2 de noviembre). 
El Día de Todos los Santos “es el 
día de los muertos pero de los niños 
que no fueron bautizados”, explicó 
Rodríguez. 
El platicó sobre las costumbres 
de esta celebración.
“Las familias, por ejemplo, se 
reúnen en el cementerio con sus 
seres queridos”, dijo Rodríguez. 
“Ahí comparten los alimentos, a 
veces durante todo el día, y aún a 
veces durante toda la noche la gente 
se queda ahí en el cementerio”.
Cuando las personas no pueden 
ir al cementerio, realizan en sus 
casas altares de muertos.
“Es una especie de 
construcción en varios 
niveles, en donde ponen la 
fotografía del ser querido 
que ya murió”, dijo el 
profesor.
El altar se decora 
con flores. La más 
representativa de la época 
es la flor de cempasúchil.
“Hay otras familias que 
lo decoran con otros tipos 
de flores, inclusive hacen 
flores con el papel crepe, que es 
un papel flexible de colores muy 
luminosos, muy fuertes”, indicó 
Rodríguez. “La gente fabrica las 
flores y las adorna; también utilizan 
el papel que se llama papel cortado, 
es una especie de papel de china, 
que lo doblan y luego hacen unos 
cortes especiales y finalmente hacen 
figuras con este papel cortado”.
Algunos de los elementos 
fundamentales del altar son pan 
de muerto, calaveritas de azúcar, 
velas, frutas de la temporada, el 
alimento favorito de la persona 
que ya falleció y figuras u objetos 
representativos del difunto.
“Por ejemplo, si era un médico 
la persona que falleció, pues ponen 
tal vez el estetoscopio, o su bata 
médica, etc.”, señaló Rodríguez. 
“Algo representativo a su figura, 
la misma ropa y algunos objetos 
personales”.
El profesor de antropología, Tony 
Zavaleta, quien trabaja en la oficina 
del Preboste, tiene más de 20 años 
realizando altares de muertos en la 
universidad.
“Es una manera de rendir 
homenaje, de recordar, y tiene 
un significado especial porque 
estamos recordando a personas que 
ya murieron” expresó Zavaleta.
Zavaleta no es mexicano, pero 
ha estudiado la cultura mexicana y 
latina.
“Yo soy más mexicano que el 
nopal”, dijo.
Mencionó que es importante 
conservar estas tradiciones.
“Estoy haciendo dos cosas, 
estoy homenajeando la 
cultura, y aparte estoy 
enseñando al tener el 
altar”, explicó Zavaleta. 
“Estoy causando que la 
persona que suba las 
escaleras se pare y admire lo 
que ve, eso quiero pensar”.
El altar se encuentra en 
el edificio Champion, y está 
dedicado a George Truan, 
Fernando Zavaleta, José M. 
Duarte, Cipriana Zapata, el Niño 
Fidencio, Prax Orive, Barry Horn 
y la Güera.
Otras de las costumbres del Día 
de los Muertos son las calaveras.
“Son una especie de poemas, 
en donde de manera cómica, de 
manera humorística, se habla de 
una persona que va a morir,” dijo 
Rodríguez. 
Explicó la razón por la cual se 
realizan estas celebraciones.
“El mexicano hace estas 
celebraciones no nada más para 
aclimatarse a la muerte, o para 
acostumbrarse, o hacerse la idea 
de la muerte, sino también para 
burlarse de la muerte”, aclaró 
Rodríguez. “Es parte de la cultura 
mexicana”.
Aragelia Salazar, asesora 
de estudiantes internacionales 
del departamento de Servicios 
Multiculturales e Internacionales, 
dijo que es bueno conservar esta 
tradición.
“Es parte de nuestras tradiciones 
que nos hacen únicos y diferentes 
en el mundo”, dijo Salazar en una 
entrevista por correo electrónico. 
“Ningún otro país celebra a los 
muertos como lo hacemos en 
México, con ese colorido y alegría, 
pero a la vez respeto y amor a esos 
seres queridos que pasaron a mejor 
vida”.
Rodríguez expresó que el Día de 
los Muertos es una tradición que 
nos da identidad.
“Cada país tiene sus costumbres. 
Cada país tiene sus creencias, sus 
tradiciones [y] ésta es una de las 
grandes tradiciones de México,” 
concluyó.
Francisco Espinosa/collEgian
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
Celebrando al Padre Mathew
Miembros del Grupo Folklorico Tizatlán bailaron el miércoles en el area Free Speech por motivo del cumpleaños número 87 del Padre Armand Mathew (tercero de izquierda). Como parte 
de la celebración, se recolectaron $7,110 de las personas que asistieron al evento. Matthew es el director del programa Kids Voting USA de la ciudad de Brownsville.











Este altar de muertos se encuentra en el segundo piso del edificio Champion y está 
dedicado a George Truan, Fernando Zavaleta, José M. Duarte, Cipriana Zapata, el Niño 
Fidencio, Prax Orive, Barry Horn y la Güera.
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